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BOME NEW RBOOKS.

Floacers af Balenes In Amsrion,

fn & large ootavo volume of some five hundred
pagpes, the Mesars. Appleton have repriuted from
the Fopulor Sclence Monthly Ofty akelches of
the livea of men, all or moat of whose sclentifio
work waa dons on this aide of the Atlantie,
within what are now the United Bintes. When
wo observe that the series Inclndes men like
OGoyot, who did not die nntil 1884, we are at a
loss to understand the omisslon of Prof. Men.
Jamin Pelrce and Prof. Asa Gray, each of whom
was a man of far asefulness and distine.
tion than wera min f those who are here com-
memorated, Thin s, really, the only objection
to be made to the book berfars as, which, Inother
respeots, fills & place that needed Nling, and
Is likely to be widely read. Among the espe
clally Interosting chaplers are thoss allotted to
Beojamin Franklin, David Rittenhiouss, John
onmes Andubon, Willlam Cranch Bond, Samuel
Finley Morse, John Ericsson, and Alexander
Dallds Haohe, In the presont notice weahall
confine ourselves to the two frst mentloned,
most af whose Important work was done !n
eolonial Umen,

|

The aketeh of Benjamin Franklin by W. H.
Larrabes, which opens the volnme, s averred by
Dr. Willlam Jay Youmans to bo the first syates
matio account of what Franklin sccompliahed
in sclence that hns yat appearsd. \Without
dwalllng on the slecirieal experitments which
first gave him ronown, we may polnt oul that
there 1s Lardly & subject of kuowledge that ia
not touched npon and luminated In Franglin's
lettern. Wo find in them observations coucern-
ing the pravalliog views of life and death, as
not showing suMelent understanding; a mode
of rendering meat tender by electricity; sup.
plies of saltpotre and gonpowder for the Revo-
Jutlonary war, with n wish tlist plkes might be
Introduced, and bows and arrows, for Ahe use of
which slx reasons are glven: concerning Volta's
experitnents and the length of tinie for which
the elvotrlo fores mnay be kept in the Leyden
wvial; concerning true sclence and its progress:
the discovery of the great use of trees
in producing wholesome alr; ocoucerning
a alow senaltive hycrometer, suggested by
such incidents as the sbrinking In Amerlca
s0 a8 1o be tight, and the swelling in Europe
#0 an to afford ample room, of A mahogany mag-
net ‘box and a teleacope box: concerning tne In.
dian Isngunges; the antiguity of the mariner's
eompuas: the route by which the Pheeniclana
came to Amerioa, If thoy did come; concerning
Lavolsier's exporiment of melting viatinum in
fine charcoal, blown upon by dephlogisticated
alr: concerning a enmet reen in Gibraltar, dats
about which from Herachel are enclosed to Kit-
tenhouse: the spots on the sun; the temperature
of the water on the ocean: the civilservice, with
regard towhich the theory s propounded that
every vlace of honor shonld be mads a place of
burden, for ** the maludy of governinent consists
in the enormous salaries, emoluments, and pa.
tronage of great ofMces;” concerning the logo-
graphic mode of printing; the thanks due to La-
volgler for his Nomeuclatore Chimique; acollee-
tionof songannd muslc of American composition,
“the first of the Xind that has appeared here;"
coacerning o remedy for moderato deafness,
by putting the thumb and fingers behind the
ear, pressing outward and enlarging It ma
it were, by the hollow of the hand, whieh
Franklin had tried with satisfaction; concerning
Noah Webster's lalbors on the English lan.
guage, with a plea for its purity and approval
of m schame for a reformed alphabet: an {nstru.
ment for taking hooks down from sholves; the
distillation of fresh from salt water, with a
theory that the skin has Imbibing as well as
discharging pores, and that we might drink by
gitting or lying In the water, even in salt water:
coneerning the discovery of an ancient sepul-
chre, perhaps of a Scythian King, on the fron-
tierd of Russin: concerning improvements in
navigatlon, of which Franklin had made eare.
fulstudies during his long voyages across the
ooean, and touching which he records observa.
tions respecting sails, cables, models, powerat
sea, tho course of the Gulf Stream, precautions
and general reflections on the subject; the evil
effects of lend on the human system. to which,
although they had peen known for years, not
much attentlon seema to have been paid; build-
fng houses with reference Lo safety against fire;
the deloge as a possible result of the Internal
fluidity of the earth; the wonderful discoveries
made by Herschel; and, finally, concoerning
the merits of the Greek and Latin langinges
far general instrnction, the time spent in learn.
ing which. he thought, might be better em-
ployed In the education suitable for such
country as ours. The longth of the time that
dead bodles will retain Infection after burial Ia
discussed in one nf Franklin's letters, and cares
sre cited of amall-pox canght from bodles thirty
yoars doad ; of fever caught from an Egyptian
mommy: of cold cavght from s mummy of
Tenstifle three hundred years old; and of fevers,
sebulting In Aftean funerals, contracted from

' the bodies of persons who haa died of the

plague & huodred yenrs before, In his corre.
spondence occurs more than one notles of the
ambryo of asteamboat which he Introduced to
tho attention of Dr. Ingenhouvs In 1788, speak-
g of It ns o bout moved by asteam engine
that “rows itself against the tide in the river,
and it is apprehended that Its construction may
be so slmplifled and improved as to become
generally useful.” Acain, Franklin observed
that the convexity of glnas In spectacles
through which a man seen clenrcst st the
proper distance for readiog is not the best for
greater dlstances, and for along time he car-
ried two pairs of spectacies, which he chapged
according to tho use he wished to make of
them, [e foally hit wpon & more convenlont
plan and had his glaases cur, nnd " half of each
kind aseociated |u the smmo circle,” the upper
semivircle of one kind and the lower of the
other, so that he was able to wear the same
apectacles constantly, having, as he sald, " only
1o move 1wy eyss up or dows, ne 1 want to see
dlstinotly far or near, the proper glasses belng
alwars ready.” Among his economical papers
fn one on the nature and necessity of & Paper
eurrency, In which the principles are declared
that ** money, na bullion, s valusblo by so much
labor as It costs to procure that bullion; money,
&s a currency, has ao additional vaiue by so
much time and labor as It saves in the exchange
of commodities." In a letter on customs duties
he squarely acceuts the principle of free
trade and apologizes for the tarl® fmposed
by the colonies on the ground of the necessity to
relse maney to pay their dsbi, and tha: by the
most convenlont means, *We are not igno.
rantk' he wrote Lo M. de Vellard, * that the du-
tles pald at the Custom Ilouss on the !mporin-
tion of forelgn goods are Unally reimbursed by
the consumers, but wa linpose them as the easi-
o8t way of levying s tax from thoseconsumers,"
and, to M, Dupont de Nemours, *' you appear to
‘be possessed of a truth which few governmonts
are possessed of—that A must take some of B
produce, otherwise B will not be able to pay for
what hie will take of A." Wendd that the re-
print of Franklin's sclentifio writings by Sparks
includes slxiy-three papers on sloctricity and
ons hundred snd Afty-seven on philosophlieal
subjectn, filling elght bundred and vighty PaKCR.

It s well knowu thet Frank!ln was made a
forelgn sasoclate In the French Academy of Sel.
nuoces as early as 1772, and that, In France, he
*as eatenmed, throughout his resldency there,
w8 one of the foremost men of the Ume, Mem-
orable were the words employed by Mirabeau,
when, on June 14,1700, he announced Frank-
Un's death In the French Natlonal Assembly:
*The genius that gave freedom to Amerios xnd
shod torronts of light npon Europe Is returped
to the bsom of the divinity., The saye whum
two worlds clalmed, the man disputed by the
bistary of the aclences and the listory of em-
pire, bolds, undoubtedly, n most vlovated rank
Among the human species,” The orator added:
“Antlguity would havo reared sltars to the
mortal who, for the advantage of the Luman
maoe, smbraciog both heaven and earth In Lils
comprehenalve hands, knew how Lo subdue
thunder and tyrunny, Enlightened and free,
Europe owes st least {is remembrance and
s wegret 0 ouw  of the Kreatest  men
who baa ever werved the cause of philoso.
phy and of lberty," Mirsbeau's motlon thst the
Natlonal Assembly wear mourning for three
dayn was ;md-d by La Rochefoucauld and
Lafayoite wid adopled by soclamstion, aud a
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letter of condolence was addremed to the Con-
wrom of the United States, Itis well kuown that
Franklin thronghout his life avoided coniro-
voray in defence of his rellglons or philosophical
opinfons, believing that, )L they were right, tine
and sxperience wounld vindloate them, and that,
it wrong, they ought to be refuted and rejected.
Although, as an Amerlean, and bhecaune of what
be hind done for the United States, ho had & few
onomies In Englagd, and even at home, he wns
nble in his last days to thank God that there
were not in the whole world any who were his
enemies as & tuan, for by His grace through &
long life ho had been enabled so to conduet
himsolf that there did not exist a buman belng
who ceuld Justly say *“Hen Franklin line
wronged me,"

.

Davia Rittenhouse, who was horn near Ger-
mantown, Pa, In 1732, was desconded from a
family of paper makera realding »t Arnheim in
Guelderiand, A member of this fumily, the
groat-grandfather of the sclentist, camo from
Holland in 1087.88. Hewas the first Mennonite
minister In Peonsylvania, and establinhed the
first paper mill in this country, on the spot
where his great-grandson David was born.
David waa the third ohild of a family of ten
children, When he was s few months ald his
tather stopped making paper and went to farm-
ing at Norriton, about twenty miles from Philn-
delphia. David's early Instruction wns of &
meagre aort, and he may be correctly termed a
self-educated man. He was early put to work on
the farmand he was ploughingat fourteen years
of age. An uncle, dying, hiad lefe iim a cliest of
tools and A few books on arithmoetlo and
goeography, with some manuscript matlhiematl-
cal caleniations, These furnishul attrnctive food
to hin mind, and his blographers tell of his hav.
ing covered the handle of his plough ard the
fences around the fleld with his solutions of
the problems which were thus set bofors bilm,
An the uncle mentioned above, a Welshiman by
descent named Willlams, was his mother’s
brother, It Is Inferred that he Inhierited Lis
genius from his mother's side, 1118 mechinnical
talent was shown In his construcilon of a com-
plete water wheel In mininture when 8 yoears
old, a wooden clook when 17, aud a clock with
metallle works at a Iater age. His father, it
seems, wan not disposed at first to favor the
youth's tastes, but eventually he furnishied
him with money enough to buny a et
of clock-making tools: thereupon David
vullt & workshop at Norriton, wliere he carciod
on the clock-making business for severnl years,
He, at the same time, pursued his stodies so dil-
Igently that he Impalred his constitution and
contracted an Internal disorder thnt sllicted
him all bis life. Astronomy was hia favorite
atudy, bat he was alsodeeply Interested noptics
and mechanleal sclence, It Is notewarthy that he
discovered Independently the method of fluxions,
of which, in his imperfect knowledge of what
Newtnn and Leibnitz had done, he believed him.
rell to be the originator, and le mastered an
English translationof Newton's * Principia.” In
the development of his abllities, he owed a gom!
deal to Thomaa Barton, who marcied Lis sister,
and who helped him to the books he needed,
many of which were procured In Europe.

In 1763, at the age of 31, David Rittenhouss
wis employed to determine the Initial point of
tho boundary line beéetween Pennsylvania nnd
Maryland, his particular duty belog defined to
be to ascertaln and fix “the clrcle Lo be drawn
attwelve miles® distance from Newcastle, Dela-
ware, northward and westward, towether with
the peginning of the fortieth degree of north lat-
ftude.” The work wns an arduous one, and
invoived going throngh a number of tedious
and Intrlcate calculations, It was performed
with Instruments largely of Rittenliouse's own
miking and In n antisfactory manner, for which
acknowledgment was made In the shapo of
extra compensation; his observations were ne-
cepted without change by the official sstrono.
mers, Masou and Dixon, when they took charus
of the work. He was afterward appolnted to
simllar task In 1700 by the Commisaton to set-
tle the boundary between New York and Penn-
sylvanle. Among the subjects of his sclentific
studies at this peripd were the investigation
of variations In the osclliations of the pendu-
lum under changes of temperatare, with the
vian of a device for compensation and the con-
struction of what he called a metnliine ther-
mometer, This instrument was so made, on the
prineiple of the expansion and coutraction of
metals, under variations of temperature, so that
the degrees of heat and cold were indicated by
the movements of an Index passing over a grad-
uated semicircle. It was adapted In form nud size
to be carried in the pocket. Ritteuhnuse dis-
cussed the compressibllity of water In the Hghe
of an experiment that bad been reported to the
Royal Svclety, nnd observed, In n letter to Mr,
Barton, that although the experiment did not
satisfy him he did not dovbt the fact, for **{f
the particles of water were in nctunl contact it
would be difficult to conceive huw any body
could much exceed It Inspecifle gravity: yet we
find that gold does, more than elgliteen times,"
About ihls tlme (1787 be Indulged In some
speculations on the poasibility of aman moving
the world, Some one having published the re-
sult of ealeulations he hnd made respecting the
fulfilment of the dictum of Archimedes an the
subject, Rittenhouse gave the result of his own
computation, which was that ** the force where-
with s man acts when Lo Hifts & welght of two
Luodred pounds, If applied without intermis-
elon for the apace of one hundred and five sears,
IssuMcient, witbout any machloery, to move the
earth one tnchin that time, and the earth must,
from the veloclty recelved by that force alone,
continue forever after to move al the rate of
one loch In Afty rears. The first caleulator
hisad computed that twenty-seven blilions of
years would be required to nccomplish the same
movement. -

It was, eventually, by his achlevementa in
nstronomy that Rittenbouso became best
knowno [u hnls own country and acgulred
celebrity, even In the 0ld World, A great
extenslon was given to his fame by hls
construction of an  orrery, or uapparatus
for Nlustrating the plauetary motlons, and by
the consplowons part which he took 1o the ab.
servations of the transit of Venus in 1709, The
1ist of his contributions to the Ameriean Philo.
sophical Soclety, of whicli, in 1700, be became
the President, succeeding HBen/amin Franklin,
includes twenty-two titles of paperas reinting
to his orrery; to the trausits of Vonus and Mer-
cury; Lo the comets of 1770; to a method’'of de-
ducing the tlmes of the sun's passing the
meridiun; the difference of longitude botweon
the obwervations at Norriton and Philadelphia;
an explunation of an optical decopilon; experi-
mouts on megnetlsm; s remarkable motcor
seen in 1770; a comot observed In 1764; =
new method of placing the meridlan mark;
sy optical problem: wstronomicval observa-
tions on the Georglum Sidus and & transic
of Morcury; san sccount of several houses
strock with lghtniong: another account uf the
effect of & stroke of lHghtning: several asiro-
nomical observations descrived In & single
paper; a mathemnatical problem; n comet ob-
served In 1703; the Improvewent of thookeep-
ors; the expanalon of wood by heat; n proclem
{u logarithms; and the mode of determlning the
true place of a planet in an elliptioat orbit: this
was by last paper, read In February, 1700, a
fow months before his death. With these may
be coupled his oration on mstronomy, delivered
before the American FPhilosophical Soclety in
Fobruary, 1778, and Inseribed *"to the delo-
gates of the thirteen united colonies,” In this
oration, three years before the annnuncement of
Mayer's discoverv of Lthe proper motlon of cer-
talo simrs and siz years bufore Herschiol's d lscov-
ery of Uranus, the suthor put forth the sugges-
tion that the flxed stars, and particularly the
Milky Way, would afford fruttful fleids of ob-
rervasion. Onthe swhole, however, Itmust bo said
that Bittenhouse publishied butlittie: bo was too
much occupled with practical and patriotio work
toglve tme to the composltion of mwany speauls.
tive disquisltions. lle was & member of the
Committes of Safety at the outbresk of the
Revelutlon, and became Its prestding olllcer In
November, 1774, In the same year Le was o
member of the Assembly from Philadeljplils,
sl a member of the frst Constitutional Can.
vention of Pennsyivanla; s member of e
Hoard of War, sivl one of the Council of Syfety
which had absclute powers, He was the first
Brate Treasurer of Penpeylvania, from 1777 to
1780, when he declined to serve any longer. He
was the trst Diceetor of the Unltod Biates Miat,
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werving for thres years from 1797, Referring
to thess puplle smployments, Thomas Jef-
| forson, who was to succeed [Ritton) use
a8 Prostdent of the Amerloan Philosophi-
enl Bouiely, wrole te him in 1778 o
protest npgainet Lls  wasting  lils  abllitles
apen affales of state, 1 aAm eatisfied,” said
Jefrerson, “ihat there is an order of geniuses
nbove the ebligatlon to conduct governments,

| and, therefors, exempt from It, No one can

concoive that nature ever Intended to throw
nwny i Newton upon the occupations of
Crown, It would hiave been nprodigality for
whinh even the eandoct of Providence might
hnve been arealgnsd hod bo besn by birth an-
nexell (o what was so far below him. 1doubt
not there are In your couniry many persons
equal to the thek of conducting eovernment.
Hut you shionld consiiler that thoe world has but
one Rittenhouse, and that it never hiad ons be-
fore.” Writing afrer Mitenhiousa’s death, in
refutation of the Abbi Iteynel's nssertion that
Ameriea had " not produced one nbls mathema-
ticinn, one man of genlumin nsingio art or sel-
ence,' Jefforson observed: * Wo have supposed

Mr. Itittenhouss second fto  mno Astronomer
fiving, and that In gonius he must be
the first, because he (s self-taught. As

an artist ho has cxhibited ns great a proof
of mechanical genius as the world has ever pro-
duced, He has not, indeed, made s world, but
ke has, by imitatlon, approached nearer hls
Mnker than any man who hins Hved from the
creation to this day,' The design of the orre.
5. which Jefferson ohviously had in mind
whet he thns wrote, was described by the con-
structor bimself, as followa: 1 did not design
nmaching which shoulil glve the lgnorant In
astronomy s nst view of tho solar system, but
one that rathor showld astonlsh the akiiful and
curfoua expmitor by a most accurate corre-
spontenen betwoeen the situations nnd motlons
of nur little reprosentative of the heavenly
bodles and the situations and wotlons of those
bodtes themselves, | would bhave my orrery
renlly useful by making It capable of Informing
us, truly, with regard to astronnmical phenom-
enn fur any partiealsr point of time, which 1
do not find that auy orrery yet made can do*

Cartia's Coastitntionnl History eof the
Unlted States.

All students of constitational law are, or
rhould bo familine with the book in which Mr,
Geonok Tiekxor Conris deseribed the origin,
formation, and adeption of the Constitution of
the Unlted States, This work, which was orle-
Iually published in two volumes, was revised In
1880 and relssucd in one volume, and it was at
tho sume time antounced that a second volume
was In preparation, which would earry the his-
tory of the Constitution to the close of the clvil
war, and, Indeed, throughout the changes which
have followed ft. The asuthor did not live
to fulfill entlrely Lis Intentlons, but when
he died, in March, 15804, he lLind com-
pleted a first draft of thirteen chapters,
the last of which denls with the Presi-
dential election of 1870, nnd with the Electoral
Commission. Up to this point his researclies
had been fnlatied and the substance of thelr
results lind been set forth, It s these thirtecn
chapters, of great value s reganis the conclu-
nlons reached, but ¢hargeablo with some defects
of style, owing to the author’s inability to revise
them, which hinve beea edited by Mr. Josern
CrnperTioN CLAYTON and are now published
innlarge ocrnvo volumo by the Harpers. Tho
{importance of the trentise, considered ns n con-
tribution 1o constitutional history, can only be
aporecinted by one who Inspecte It earefully
from end to end, bot we can exemplify its use-
Tulusss hl' referring briefly to someo of its most
lnteresting features,

| A

In apreliminary chapter on the “history of
opinfon concerning the nature of the Constitu.
tion," Mr. Curtis poinws out that the right of se-
cesslon, consldered as a right implied in the
Constitution, was not nsserted in the timeof
nullitication, although the theoretical princls
ples of bothdecteines were much allke, In
the Snuthern States however, at the eml
of thirty years thereafter, thie bellef In a
constitutionnl right of secesslon from the
Union had bLecome 8o prevalent that, on
the first npprebiension of danger, whetlier
well or (11 founded, it could be aoted upon
in & time of great excltement. Now that
surh tendencies can be ealmly analyzed, Mr.
Curtis deems it of consequence to record that
the doctrine of secession il no advocates when
nullifieation was nttemoptad In Soutn Unraline,
and especially that Mr. Calloun himself
did  not  uphold or  propound it.  The
first foct to which attention I= directed is that,
when Mr, Hayne, in the delnte of 1K30, set up
the right of nuillfientlon, be declared that the
process 6f iy exorcise by n State was suuply to
arrest the executlon within her own limits of an
vhnoxious act of Congress upon the ground of
its belng o vielatlon of the Constitution, and to
hold it Inan Inoverative eonditlon until A con-
ventlon of the Stites should have decided, by s
two-thirds votoof the States, that it was con-
stitationally vallio or antl, i€ the net wis pro-
noeuneed  unconstitutional,  the convention
should have proposed to amend the Constitu.
tlon na the exigencies reguired. This was the
doctrine of Mr., Calboun, and It was certaloly
consistent with an mlherence to the Unlon by
the State of =South Carolina, which migbht have
made this nppeal to the body, & convention of
the States, thnat Lo regarded as the tribunal para.
mount, in our system, to overy otbor, The sdvo.
cates of sedessian, in 1860-41, went beynnd Mr,
Collioun, although they supposed themselves to
be Justified by his autliority, becanse he had so
strenuousiy uphield State rights thirty years be-
fore, Thetr deductlons were drawn from eame
of hils principles, but he himself would not have
drawn those deduotions, He loft on record n
full exposition of hisown distinetions between
nullifieation and sccession. 'Uhls expositlon (s
quated in full in the book bafore us, and we sx-
tract from It nremnarkable and declslve pas-
sage, I pw aware,” says Calhoun, "that
there I8 a considerable and respectable por-
tlon of our States, with a very Iarge por-
tion of the Unlon, who are of the onin-
fon that they (nulllfleation and  secession)
aré the eame tulny, differing only In
nwme, and who, under that lmpresnion, de.
nounce It (nulliflcation) an the tmost dangerous
of all deetrinoa; and yei, 8o fat from belng the
snme, they nre. unless [ am greatly decelved,
not only perfectly distinguinhuble, but totally
disstmliar fz thelr nature, thelr object, and
effect; and, ko far from deserving the denun.
cintlon so properly belonging to the act with
which it s confounded, it (nullifcation) s, In
truth, the highest and moat precious of all
rights of the States, and essontial 1o preservo
that very union for the supnoscd saffect of do-
stroyinig which it is so bitterly auathematized,
They (nullification and seccsslon) are wholly
dissimilar In  thelr nature, Hecession Is
tho withdrawal from  the Union, & throw-
ing off of the wsutbority of the Union
itsclf, & separa fon from  partoecs, and,
s Tar as it dopends on the memboer withdraw.
ing. n dissolution of tho partoecship. It pre-
Aipposes an assovintion or union of peverasl
Sintes or Individusls for p common object, Nuls
Hileution, on the coutrary, presupposes Ltho re-
Intion of principal and agent: the one granting
a power to he execoted, the othior appolnted by
bim with authority to execute k; and is slmply
adeclaration on the part ol the principel, made
in doe form, that ansotof the sgent transcend-
Ing Lis power ts null wod voul, ‘The difference
In their abject s no loss striking than {u their
natire, Vv objeck of secesslon 14 1o free the
withdrawing wemler from tie obligation of the
association or unlon, Its dircet nnd imwedinto
wbject, us it coneerns the withdrawing wember,
i thie dissolution of the nscocintion or unlon, as
fur as that mewmber s converned. On the con-
trary. the objeet of nullitication s w confine
the aeent withio the Hmits of his powers by
acresting s acts teabscending them, not with
the view of destroying the delegated oF frust
power, buk o preserve I, by compelling the
agint to fulil the objest for which the ngeney
or trust was crested, aud It (ealhiboation s
appllcable only to cases where the trust, or
delvpated powers, are transcended ou the part
of the agunt. It remalns tow [0 sbow that
thelr effect 1 as dissliailar aw thelr uatyre
or object. Nullificativn  leavea the mem-
bers of the sssocistion or union in the condition
where It tuds Liem, subject Lo all its burdens

and sntitied to all ite advantages. the momber
nullifying being comprehended as well an the
others: Its object is not Lo destroy, but to pre-
sorve, s hias beon siated. Secesslon, ot the
contrary, destroys, an far as the withdrawing
member |8 concerned, the assnclation or unlon.
such are clearly the diTerences botween thens,
differences so marked that, lustend of belng
faentical, as is sapposed, they form a contrast
in all the aspects (n which they can be regarded.”

ir.

in the same chiapter Mr. Cartis examines the
vexed aguestion whether the famous Virginia
and Kentucky rosolotions of 1708 did or did not
menan Lo aasert A reserved right of Lhie States to
withdraw, in whole or in part, temporarily or
finally, the powers granted by the Conatitation
to the Federal Government, It hias been sup-
posed by some that they did mean to assert
sueh vights, and hence arose, in former times,
nwant of discrimination ms to the meaning of
the word “delegated” whon applied to the pows
ern granted by the Constitution, 1t being main.
tained in cortaln quarters that the word luelf
fmplied a right of revooation or withdrawal, ns
a princlpal may revoke or withdraw the powers
of an agent. ‘This intsrpretation of the word
waa repudiated by Madlson himself, the au-
thor of the Vieginia Resolutlonsaf ‘DA, Writing
in 1833 to Mr, Riven, he says: * The conduct
of Bouth Carolina has called forth not only the
question of nullifeation, but the more formida.
Ule one of secesslon, It in nsked wlother a Sinte,
by resuming the soverelgn form In which It en-
tered the Unlon, may not have the right to with.
draw from it at will, As thin (s A slmple ques-
tlon, whether a Btate, more than an Individual,
has n right to violate ita engacements, It wonlil
moem that It might bo safely left to anmswer
ftself. Dot the conntenance glven to the claim
shows that It cannot be o llghtly dismissed,
Thoe natural feelings which laudably attnch the
peopla composing a Btate to Itsauthority and
importance are at present too much excited
by the unvatural feellngs with which they
bhave been Inapired against thelr brethren of
other States, not to exposs the people of
South Carolioa to the danger of being
misled into erroneous views of the nature
of the Unlon and the luterest they have in
it. One thing, at least, seemn to ba too clear to
be questioned—that while s State remains
within tue Unlon It eannot witlidraw Ils citi-
zens from the oparation of the Constitution and
inwn of the Unlon, In the event of an netoal
necenslon without consent of the co-States, the
course 10 be pursued by these involves a guestion
painful to discuss, God grant that the mennc-
ing phenomena, which obtruded It, may not be
followed by positive occurrences requiring the
more painful task of declding It." Bracol-
lection of quotationa Mr, Curtlsshows that Mad-
ison's explanation of the meanine of the Vir-
ginla resolutlons s vindlcated by the light
thrown by the Federalist on the meaning at-
tached to the term "delegated” by those who
used it. It!s made clear by these guotations
trom tho Federalist that the term wan used
In the sense of * conveyed,” ™ ceded” or
“alienated.” Corroborative evidence In found
In the fact that Patrick Henry, the most
powerful adversary of the Constitatlon at the
time when It came before the peonle of Virginia
for adoptlon, made no ingenious and wire-drawn
comments on the word " delogated.” He inter-
preted the word precissly as the Federalist had;
for he contended that the powers which it waa
proposed to vest in the Federal Government
were powers of full soverelgnty. His main ob-
Jection to the instrament was that these powers
would be alienated by the States without thein-
dispensible check of a Hill of Rightas, so formed
as to protoct the righta of States and lndividu-
alse. lon word, Patrick Henry held, as did the
trisnda of the Constitution, that If Viegloin
ahionld ratify that instrument aa it came from
the hands of the Pliladelphin Convention, she
would irrevocably cede a part of her sovereign
right to govern. .

We occasionally hear depounced that pro-
vislon of the Constitution whereby the smnllest
Stato and the Iargest State are represented by
precisely the same number of delegates In the
upper Honse of Congress. Upon this wubject
Mr. Curtis mnakes the following judicious re-
marks: *Thevaloe of the equality of State
ropyresentation In the Senate cannot be too high-
ly estimnted, for, without it, thers could
scarcely have been any efficlent check upon
the centripetal tendency of so powerful a
Government as that which the Constitu.
tion ereated. The practice of making
party determinations the rule of actlon in
bothh branches of the legislative pody hns
romewhat tended to impalir the prinelole which
the equality of representation in the Senate
was intended to preserve: and it woanld have
effectually  destroyed the reserved rem.
nant of State soverelgnty If one and the
same principle of representation had leen
appllod to Loth houses, But notwithstanding
this practice, it s at all timea in the power of
the States to emancipate their Senators, I they
will, from the dominion of party, and thus to
savethe eficleney of this check upon dangerous
eneroachiments on the reserved riglits of Siate
soverelgnty.,” Whether the Btates should be
suffered to  retaln  forever thelr equal
representation In  the Senate 18 usually
conslaered a purely academic quostion, for the
renson that the Constitution expressly exciodes
this matter from the operation of constitutional
amendments by the clause declaring that no
State shall be deprived of Its equal representa-
tlon in the Senate without its own consenl,
which, of course, would never be given. It is
probuble, however, that & means might be found
of flanking or surmoontiog this seemingly in.
superable obstacle, and that, too, without In-
voking & constitutional amendment, which, as
we bave seen, would be inapplicable. Upon this
point no suggestion Is offerad by Mr. Curtla,

We pass to what the suthor of this history
has to say regarding the Fresldential election of
1878 and the Electorsl Commimion by which
the resuit of the electlon was determined.
Whether Bamuel J. Tliden or Rotberford B,
Hayes was, a8 & matter of [act vlected Presi.
dent of the United Stntes ls & question which
dues nnt fall withia thescope of a constitutional
Ingulry, It Is really & ouestion of less conse-
quence than the one consldered In the thir-
teenth chapter of this volume, Tho all-lmpor-
tant question, the one that will concern
the people of the United States an long
as thelr preseut form of government shall
endure, lo whother the process by which
Mr. Hayes was declured to have been elected,
wan conducted acvoording Lo the Constitu-
tion, Hefore proceeding to review Mr. Curlle's
reasoning ln somo detail, we may at once stato
Lls concluslon, whicl: Is thal, owing Lo the pro-
cedure which was resorted to, It never can be
eild that Mr. Hayea becnme President de jure,
although he became President de fuclo, In the
autliur's oplnlon, therofore, * the people of the
United States will slways have renson to regard
this (the process by which Mr. Hayes was
sented) as the most unfortunate occurrence in
the history of thelr Governmoent, uuless tho
contluet of the sworeme Court of the United
bilates in regard to the guestion of legul-tender
money ba entitled Lo that bad prefwiounce.”

Mr. Curtis Leginm by gquotiug tlie coustiya-
tonnl provisions relating to the cholos of o
Presidont aud & Vice-President whicli were In
forve in the year 1878. These provisions are
contained in Artiele 1L and Article X1 of the
Constitution, snd from these ths following in-
ferences are drawn by the suthor of this book:
First, that “covntlne " weans mioro than a bare
arithmetical enumerstion; that it s o guesi-
Judicial funcilun, the discharge of which re.
quires the adcertainment of tho lawful right to
act a8 Presidential clectors that s clnimed by
or for the persons who nppear upon the * certiti-
cotea™ Lo hinve 8o acted, and whose volos e Lo
be ingludad In the eount, vr excluded Lheres
Irom, weeoralng to the cortificaies (o each vase,
whut, Judged by all the proofs whieh should ba
takeniituconsideration, it imshiown thiat Llie per-
son giving electoral votes had or had not s law-
ful rlght to give them, This funciion, Judicial in
ils unture, Is to be perfurmed by the seonte and
the Hlouse of Representatives in the presence of
eni'l other, wlter the President of the Senate
has, Iniheirpresence, opeted all Lhe certiNenlos.
Thw Coustitution uses the phruse ™ st of ali
persops voted for" and the term “ certllcate.,"
wut both of these descriptions refor to the same

discharge of the fanction of counting the clec-
toral votes that purpors to have boen onat for &
Presldent and a Vice-President respectively,
Thin function is to be werformed by a body
made up of the Sennte and the House of Repre-
nentatlfes, assembled together for the purpose.
This nasembly, which Mr, Curtis denominates
the Presldential Conventlon,” has no other
function to purform except that of counting the
elactoral vote, 1t lins no legislative poiwer, al-
though It may adopt rales for the proper and ur-
derly conduct of Its own proceed ings, Continning
his  analysls of the constitutional provi-
alone, Mr, Curtis notes that the electoen are re-
quired wo meot In thelr respretive States to vite
by ballot for Preshilent and Viee-Iresident,
naminit in thelr ballots the person voted for as
President, and, In distinct ballols, the perann
voted for as YViee-Preshdent. They nto to make
distinet lisis of all porsons voted for as resi-
dent and of nll persons voted for as Viee-Presi-
dent, anl of the number of votes for each,
which lists they are to slgn and certify and
transmit sealed to tne seal of the Government
of the Unlted Swtes, directod to the President
of the Senate. Thus, It sppears both that the
electors are ofMeern clothed with the authority
of casting the electoral votes of the peonle of
thelr reapective States, and nl<o that they are to
eertily the votes so cant Ly them,

Buch s the construction which tno constitu-
tlonal provisions bear ipon thele face, Now let
us ses what Interpretation hus been pnt upon
them In practice. On the fitst election of George
Washlogton to the Presidency all the counting
necessary was a simple enomerntiin of the
voles glven for the respective persons as they
appenred on the faco of the cortificates, which
were In no Instance disputed or giestinned,
There was no objection to the perfirmance of
this enumerating function by the presiding eMm-
car of the Sennte. When the next oceanton
rrone for counting the slectaral votes, namely,
on tlio second electlon of Washington wo the
Presldency, the procesdlngs wers somewhnt al-
terea. On this oceaslou the Fenate proposed
that a joint eommittes N appointed to
Ascertain & mode of examiuing the vote
for President and  Vice - President, and
of notifylng the perasons who shiould be elected
of their election, and for regulating the time,
plice, and manner of adminlstering the onth of
oflice to the President, The House concurred in
this yroposal, nnd the joint committes reporied
that " tellers'” be appointed on the part of each
House: thereupon, on Feb, 11, 1703, the two
Houses nssembled, the certificates of the electnrs
of the fiftenn Statesin the Unlon, whilch had come
by express, were, by the Vice-I'resident, opened,
road. and dellvered to the tellers appolnted for
the purpose, who, having examined and ascer-
tnined Ltho votes, prosenteil nlist of them to the
Viee-Presldent, which list, baving been read to
the two Hoosea, the Viee.l'rosident deciared
that George Wasliington had beon tinanlmously
elected President, and that Jolin Adams lind
Leen elected, by a pluralitvof votes, Viee-Presi-
dent, After this procecding, the Viee-Presi-
dent delivered the dupileato cortiflentos from
the alectors of the several States, recejved Ly
post, to the Secretary of the Senate, and the twa
Houses then separated. From thiis second proc-
edent, itappears that the two Houres, whicli then
comprised many members of the Convention
thnt had framed the Constitution, did not,
even in n cnse where thers were no disputed
certificntes, regard it as a duty of the Viee.
Presldent to “ecount" the electoral votes; that,
on the contrary. they appolnted tellers who, on
belinlf of the two Houscs, wero to perform the
funcilon, judicial In its nature, of acertaining
and declaring to eachi House the result of the
election: ond thus the proceeding nt this early
period became Imuvressed with s cliaracter
which it retaloed down to the year 1670,

It is pointed out by Mr, Curtis that before this
second precedent was made, namely, on March
1, 1702, Congress hind passed an nct which made
It the duty of the executive autbiority of ench
State to caure three lists of the nsmea of the
electors of the Stnta to bo made and certified
and to be delivered to the electors before the
first Wednesday In December, and the electors
were required to aunex one of the liststovachof
the H4ts of their votes. The aot also proseribed
how the lsts should betransmitted tothoseatof
government; but the only provision that it mnade
respecting the opening and connting of the votes
was that * on the kecond Wednesday In Febru-
ary suceeeding every meeting of the electors the
certiflcates shall be npened, the votes counted,
and the perdons who are to flll the oflices of
President and Vice-President shall be ascer-
tained and declared, agreeably to the Constitu-
tion.” ‘Thislaw, which was enacted, as we have
sald, before the second precedent oceurred, left
it to each Joint assembly of the two Houses to
arcertain and declare the peraons wno tind been
chosen, In such manner as they might see fit,
and as would be Iln aceordance with the Constl-
tion, On Dee, 12, 1800, Congress proposed the
Twelfth Amendment of the Constitution, ehaug-
Ing the original vrovisions soss to require the
Presidential eleators to nome {nthelr Lallots
the pereon voled for as President, and, In ols-
tinet Lalluts, the person voted for as Vice-
President. This smendment, which was de-
clared 1o have been adupted (n 1504, ropeated
an alrendy existing provislon of the Constitu-
tion In the followlng words: * The President of
tho Senate shall, in the presenco of (he Sennte
aml House of Hepressotutives, open all thie cer-
tillcates, and the votes shall then by counted.”™
We whould next observe that, on March 27,
1504, Cougress passed au act supplementary to
the nct of 1702 the supplemental legisintion
belng vendered necessary In conseguence of the
proposal of the Twelfth Amendmont of the
Constitution, This new actdid not ehango the
forrunl law 1n respect to the counting of
the electornl wvotes, or displnce the former
precodent. Eventually the two acts were
embodled In the Hevised Swatutes, It ap.
pours, then, that the legislutors of the fiftevn
yeurs lmmedintely following the o:ganlzation
of the Government under the Constlintion de-
viged o method of proceeding which womd ad-
mit, in any case whero o certificate was dis-
puted, of an investigation Into the righta of the
person who had acted ms eloctor to act in that
eapacity. If nothing but s bare enumeration
of the votes rerurned by Lhe certificatns was ra-
quired, the tellers would so report to the jolnt
assembly of the two Houses; but, If 1L appeared
that anv certificate was disputed, the tellers
would sa report, aod the two Houses would there-
uypon investizate the Incts [n the presence of
each other, and would net upan them acgording
to the result of the investigation,

Iv.

On the ocenslonof the firit electlion of Madl.
soh to the Prestaency there ocourred an inter.
esting Incident, which Ia thus rocounted In the
Apnals of Cungrdss: *The tluo for counting the

votes baving arrived, the mowmbers of the Sen.

ate entervd the Bepresentatives' chinmber, and
ita Presldent pro teuipore took the Speaker's

chalr, the membors of the Setate taking thelr

seats on tho right Mand of the Chalr, The
tellers were ranged In froot, sud the ¢lerks of
ench Houso on the right and Jeft of the tellers,
Too Prosident of the Senate then openeéd the
electoral rettirng, ole copy of which was handed
to the tellor of the Senate, who read G the
tollers of the Houso comparing the duplicnte
returns handed 10 them, Whoen this business,
whieh ocenplul pvout twao hoare, was concluded,
the tellers handed thoir ropore to the Prestdent
of the Conventlon, who was progeciting to read
1L, when Mr. Hlilhouse observed that the res
wurn from onoof tho Sintes appeared 10 Do de-
feutive, the Governor's oertificate not belng
atthched to it, He thonght that this might he
As proger & thoe to notice It as any. Naothing
further Wing sald on the subject, howevor
(oithier because the valldity of the certificate
was oot dispoted or becauss the majority for
Madisow and Ciinton was overwhelhming), the
Presfdentot thn Senato resd thie statement of
tho voles s repurteil by the tellees” Long,
therefure, befure the year 170 it Limd come to
be both written ol unwe 1 Inw that the
counting of the electoral voten ahould he por-
forined by o process that would briog belore
the Iwo Housed, sssenbled o Jolot micet-
fng, the right w act as eleoters of the
persons who appent &l in the certiticates o have
soacted, It sesulted fron the nsturo af the
procecding, as settded by the precedents, that,
when there were oo conflicling cert flcates,
“counting' wasslmply an arithmetical suumer-
ation; but that, when s guestion should be raised

oficial paper, which s o be sxamined in the | s 10 whivh set of twoor more rival sels of slecs

.

tora was the Iawfal one, the two Hottsea mant do-
termine It It also resulted, In Mr. Curtld’s opin-
lon, from the Conatitution, from the legisiation
and the precedents, 1hat the function of connt.
Ing the slectoral vote canhot be vestod by Cone
grem in any other body or be devolved upon
any other body than the two Houses assem bied
In Joint meoting. The anthor of this book syb-
mits Lthat the act of Congress, passea Jan, 20
1877, under which the Electoral Commission
wnaa constituted, must be tried by this test, If
that act devolved on another body than the twn
Houses, the duty and power of deelding who lind
been eleeted Presldent, ar took from the two
Houses the detormination of any question sris.
ing on the ccrtifeates, It was an anconstitni-
tional law, and the process by which Mr. Hayoes
was deciared to have been elected was not con-
ducted In aceordance with the Constitution,
The fact that the process was assented to by
Loth of the political partios of the time can mld
nnthing to Its constitational valldity.

It I trae that politleal parties have come to be
regarded by un ns Infllspensable, bot they are not
recognlzed by the Constitation. Ttls therefore,
very gquestlonablo whether the political parties
existing at n given time ahould be recog-

nized In leclalation which I to pre.
scribe  how such &  constitutional fume-
tlon as that of connting the  electoral

voten fnr a President and s Vice-President In
to be performed. Thereason asslgned in 1870.57
for constituting the Electoral Comminslon wan,
of course, that each of the two partles in Con-
kreas, one of which controlled the Senate, while
the other controlled tho Houwe, ind a flzed de-
termination to bring abuuta declaratl n that
Its own candidntes had been choron. There was,
however, n preponderant bolief that the Demo-
crats had succecded In the election. 1t was
shared by Mr. llayes himself, the Republiean
candidate for the Presldency; by Gen, Grant,
who was then President of the Untted States;
by Senator Conkling, and by many other eminent
Kepoblicans, The steps that wers taken to
clhiangs this bollef are described by Mr. Curtis
at some length, Weo will lere note only that
Mr., W. E. Chandler, when he renched New
York, after midnight of Nov, 7, 1870, could
only figure out for Hayes 108 elpctornl voloes;
the whole number of electoral votes then cast in
the Union being 300, of whieh 185 woers necos-
sary for a choice. It appenred that the Demos
craw clalmed, ns absolutely verinln, only 184
votes: bhot It was probable, and was bellered
that they had obialned 185. The Republicans
belng eure of only 104 votes, required nineteen
more to make n majority. ‘These nineteen volea
had to come from Florlda, Loulsiana, and South
Carolina, and [t was notorious that a majority
of each of the returning boards of Florida,
Loulsiana, Oregon, and Sounth Coarolina were
componed of men open to corrupt or partisan
Influences. Mr., Chandler immediately con-
ceived and put into operation a bold plan. It
was to deny, on the moerning of Nov, B, that
a majority of Tilden electors nhad been
chiosen, nnd to take Instant measures to secure
the nincteen necossary Hepublican votes from
Florlda, Louisiana, and South Carollnn, or ns
muany of them ns possible. Without describing
the means taken for the purpose, we need anly
say that all pnrts of the plan were carrled out
as it nuthor bad devised them. It was abso-
lutely known, by the evening of Thursday, Now,
8. that the people of Florida and Louisiana haa
chosen Domocratic electors. Consequently, the
will of the people hiad to be disregarded ; nnd the
result determined by constitutional methods nt
the polls had to be reversed. In Louisiann the
machinery provided by an allen and wholly
{rresponsible Government was susceptible of
abuss for this iniguitous purpose. The election
Inw, enncted In deflance of the State Constitu-
tion, to ouable a few scoundrels to continue their
corrupt and detestable rule, prescribed certaln
methods Ly which the people might boe disfran-
chised. Unless, howuver, these prescribed meth-
ods were striclly observed, the Rewurning Board
could not legally reject asingle volo which had
beon certified by the election officers. But the
Hetorning Board was composed of desperate
men, who scrdpled at nothing, provided they
were protéeted and assored of sdequate reward,
In Florida the situation was altogether dif.
ferent. There the Hoard of State Canvassers
was not vested with dlscretlonary powers,
Ministerial powers alone were devolved npon
them by the statutes. To canvass the returns
reccived from the returning oMicers and for-
mally to aAnnounce the results was the extent of
thelr powers. The larger part of the Florida
Board of Canvassers wers Hepablicans, but
while nn one suppesed them to be strong men,
they were not regurded ns dishonest,

V.

While measures wero belng taken to secure
from Florlda, Louis'ana, and South Carolinn
returns fuvorabie to the Republicancandidates,
Congress wins dlrcussing the bill creating the
Electoral Comuisalon, which become a law on
Jan, 20, 1877. From the act, which fs quoted
in full by Mr, Cartis, it Is apparent that, with.
outany warrant for it o the Constitution, Con-
gress undertook to estaplish a epocial tribonal,
to whose judgment and decisions might be re-
forred all disputed questions arlsing oo the cer.
titicates of the electoral vole glven at the last
vreceding election for President and Vice-Presi-
dent ln any State, A singular deviee was re.
sarted Lo in order to make tho declsions of the
Commisslon practically final, 1t was provided
that each decision of the Commission shounld
be read and entered o the Jjournal of
each MHouse, and that the counting of
the votes should proceed In conformity there-
with, unless, upon objection made thersto In
writing by at least five Senators and flve mem-
bers of the House of lepresentatives, the two
Houses sliould separatoly concur in ordering
otherwiee, In which cave, such eoncurrent order
must govern, If this process for eounting the
ciectoral votes be compared with that provided
in the Constitution, and in the acts of Congress
of March 1, 1792 and March 24, 1804, 1t will he
scen at once that the Intervention of w special
tribunal which was to count the electoral votes
aud to make decislons which should come be-
fure the two Houses In the manner orovided in
the act nf Jan, 20, 1877, was anomalous and un-
conatitutional,

Mr. Curtis deeins 1t one of the strangest oc-
curences in politieal Listory that the leading
men of the Democratie party, wha elnlmed that
thelr canitidinte hnd been olected, shiould hinve
consented (o u process of determining the result
of the election which eould, by no proper {nter-
pretation of the Constitution, be conslidered as
within lts provislons., Thev were, (L s true, in.
flueneed by  fear that a olvil war might ensye
utilvss a wethod of declding the contest shauld
be adopted that would command general
acquiescence, It was, no doubt, & patriotic
anxtety that led them to concur in the Elestoral
Comwinslon, Hut Mr, Curtls, for his part, Is
convineed that, It the House of Representatives,
In which the Democrntie party had u clear mn-
Jority, had Airmly Insisted that the electornl votes
sliould be " connted " by the two Houses—to the
torm * counted " belug given all the slguifiica.
tion that belunged to it-whatevqr the result
might liave been, no public commotion would
have followed. Thoe people of the United States
Lo always aceepted peacetully the outeome of
n Présudential eloction when ascertalued in the
copstitutionul mukle, however keen might have
been the disappoiptment of one of the political
partios, It is true that In 1870-77 the Com posi.
tion of the two Housed was sueh that the Senate
woulil have novitably declared thiat Mr, Hayes
win eleoted, and the House would just as cer.
tainly have aonouoced that Mr, Tilden was
wlected. This s apparent from the fact
that every flest questlon which arose Ii
tho Llwo [Houses was declded by a striet
party vote. If, Lhen, the two Honses had pro.
covded 1o count the electorsl voles ns
the  Constitntlon  required, there  would
have bLoen no choloe of o President and
Viee-Prosident, officinlly and constitntlonally
declared by 1hem. But Mre Curily polnts cut
that, io the eases In which there were contested
returns of tho slecioral voles of any State,
Judicind proceeding vy qun warranto eould have
been inatituted by which it could Lnve besn
Judicinlly determined which set of the rival
clulmants bad the lawful Flent in cast the olec.
toral vote of thint State, Thero was wimple thme
for this belween the sssembling of Cangress |n
December, 1876, and tue 4ih of March, 147 T B0
that there would have been no vacaiey or inter.
regnum In the oMee of Chisf Magisirate. [ iy
submitted that & Judiclud proceeding for wils 1

—
purpose, Instituted in some inferlor eonet of the
United Statesand cartisd up for Annl detormitine
tion by the Stnremo Courtof ihe United Siates,
woulld have heen far more likoly to eomtannd Lhe
eolifiilence of the whole vouniry than the Fleo.
toral Commisston, eomposid as that body was,
It there wan o exinting provision of law Ly
whicli the SBupreme Court of the United Susiies
conld take nopelinte Jorisdictlon af snelia |eoe

ceviding by gitn wrranto, a shogt nst of Cons
gross could Bmve been taseel for the putpove
Ta detall, on the other hanid, Hve of (lie Juse
tiees of that covrt fo 8ILIn & tribuial, i which
they would act In thelr personal and not e
their Jndicial clinraoter, Wasan W Judem) and,
ne it proved, an unfortannte sted, Iy e flve
of the members of the hlghest Judioin! vibanal

In the conntry In positions whers they woulg
be expused to eriticism of thelr nats, and wiore
the public would not diseriminate between e
personal and thelr ofMelal eharncter, but e
Soprome Court lself would suffer 1w 11e
vublle estimatlon. 'Thin ought o have
been foresoen and avolded: for It was plam
beforehand  that snch would be the conves
guence of making five of the members of the
¥apreme Court nleo members of such a tribunal
ns the Electoral Commission, whereby were cant
upon them duties and functlons which they
woere to perform not In thelr judielal, but |a
thivlr personal character. On the ahameloss
partlsanship angd grotesque Inconnimtencies of
the deelslons renched by Lhe Electoral Cominise
slon Mr. Curtis doea not amit to dwell, but the
inlgultous ueeto which were put the unconstitae.
tionnl powersuf the Commission s sonrcaly n«uis
Juet which properly Talls within the scupe of 111
history. It wassufliclent todemaonatente that, for
the setabilishment of the Commnission and the
devolution upon it of powers beloneing 1o (ons
gress usvembled in 1]nlm. RERSLON, LGS WA liDe
solutely oo wareant In the Constitution,

Among the other lmportant ‘npirs d!muur1
In the hook beforo i are thn revenus inws o
the Linlted States, the loeglslntion reintlog to &
natlonal bank, the sequisition of Loolsinne,
Florida, and parta of Mexicn, the admly-
slon of  Texas, the Missonr! Comprotni-e
and Ita repeal, the Dreid  Secott case, and
the reconstrinction  legisiation, The author
alsn Intended to examine, In rubweguent chinge
tors, hind he lived, the eonatitdtionni warrait
for the suspen=jon of habeas earpus during the
clvil war sud for the prociamation of emancis
vatlon, lle purposed alsn to review the im-
peachment of Prestdent Jolinson and the Judi=
clal construction of tis Thirteenth, Fourteenth,
and Fifteenth Aniendments, The volume, there.
fore, ns we have It, falld materially ahiort of
whnt Mr. Cuartls meant to make i1; but, iows
ever curtalled, It will bs found of perinanent
and exceptional, we might even suy of unique,
value, MWL L

A TALE OF CHEAP MONEY.
France Tried the Bryan Plan In 1790, wiith
Terrihic Rewult.

From the Jljustraled Amertoan.

I hava been asked to tell the story of clieap
money in France,

Thie reason 1s its curious similarity to the
promises made by Mr, Bryan. For “'Franuce
read “*America,’” and this tale secms to belong
to 1804 rather than 17H0-17068,

In 1780 times were terrible In France. Thera
wns both an enormons public dabt and deflcels,
There was no credit, Capltal had retired and
wna hoarded. Business stood stlll

Men hegan to mutier theat clieaper money
was needed,

The trouble, they clalmed, wns a too small
circulating medium. “Glve us more money.
Glve us good, sound paper money." Nearly
all the leading Revolutlonists sald this.  Even
Mirabeau supported i,

If ever there was a good plan for cheap mon-
ey, they hind Jt. 1t was as follows:

FranceZhind just confiscatnd the entire es-
tates of the ©hurch. This wealth, aroumu-
lated for 1,600 years, was 4.000,000,000 francs,
onv-third the v ealth of the natton, ltﬂtldl‘d
a yearly income of 2000000000 fratnes,

I'he statesmen wished to sell all this roal es.
tito to the people, poth in order to attach the
peonle to the revolutlon and to get muney lor
the State,

S0 they proposed to lesus mortenge notes,
onlled pesignais. of 400,000,000 francs ncninsg
this land, benring interest nt three per cent.

Con ANY  pAper | money bertor? The
valva of the land ten times geenter tham tha
as:lgnnts, and the inrerest certuln W retire
them soon.,
wise men ogmud' It. ‘Necker, the
grentest financler of that century and a true
patrint, nearly lost his life In showine its folly,
_ But oratory aas all in {ts favor, e favor-
ite argument was the patriotic sentiment,
“France can afford 1o stand nlone and teach
all Engope a lesson,'

The bold Hevolutionary leaders who had up-
<ot ahsolutlsm were like blacksmiths nt watche
mending when they tried thelr beads ag

Itnanee,

The 400,000,000 assignats were, hnwewver,
bt a beginning, Tlmrughlul been many warn-
ings that they would only open the way for a
delipe of vaper money, S0 a law had been
passod Hmiting the {s=ue.

Hut In o few months things were ns bad as
:E:'!{']. and 800,000,000 more were issued in

T0. .

Tlie lecalTlimit had beon reached, But more
“alrculnting medinm® was #till called for. Prices
were high, yet wages wern low. More money
woulll heln, So the llmit lnw was evaded,
and In 1501 600,000,000 more were issred,

e noatlon was ‘now inehriared with {ts
cueap monoey, With each new fssue there were
kond thines for o fow weeks: then oame harder
times and the oall for more as<ignats. It was
ike n drunkard pfver ench drink. The fastor
}h!'"urw i#sues came, the shorter was the goud

eeling.

Now bad slgns appeared,

{1} Assignats dropped ten por cent. Biates.
men tried 1o mend this by an adidreas to the peo-
ple showling how wrong thia was.

(2} Spooje begnn 1o disappear. This was
charged to Aritish Infduenco and to the greel
of guldbug bankers. [t was urged that w fow
mlcht be hune for an example. Tho real rea-
san gold disnpoeared war that assignats oould
be used and gold was more vahulﬁu.

i1 Prosperity stopped alincether. At flest
man ufacturers had been stimulated, then tls
markets were suddenly glurted, then factar! s
shut down, he perve of production was
cut, Thestatesmen put up taritfs. But tl.e
co Inpse went on.

(41 Unrerizinty as to the fature value of this
asslennl cheked all investmont and excited
atock wambling. Business dwindled to Maing
from hand to mouth, Everybndy was specu-
lnting.  Louls Blane saya: “Commeroe was
dead: gambling took {ts place.” Money went
to the olties: the farmoers 1o longer suw money,

150 A vast delitor ¢lass arose, 1t was tn cheir
Intorest to have the currency depreciate still
more g0 they eould pay thelr debte essicr, They
elamored for "more money,*

In December, 1701, #00,000,000 mors aseiz:
Bﬂlll' were fasued, making thus far 2,100,000,

Now n new kind of finanetal theory wes
beard. “"Denrecinted currency.' anid the Waih.
ersiite orators, *'is a blossing, It Keeps France
from buying forelgn articles. 1t kewpa nll our
interests at home,  Give us more money. "

Ho in April, 1792, 800,000,000 more were
Imsupd,

The security had improved, for the estates of
L]’?I"rm:umm nobility were nonfiscated by the

ntlon,

Yet the nsslgnata went lower still, down
to thirty below par. Finally, payment was
sugpended to pablie creditors for all nmounis
over 10,000 francs. This was the first step of
renudintlon,

Thon mrirnl indoed locked ftself up. Al
that saved multitudes of men from starving
Wis In-lnlg drafte Into the army (o bo shut,

Moro “‘clrculating medium® was ovidentiy
necded, and in July, 1782, 300,000,000 more
n-[heil-a's waore [raned,

‘rioen Wors now  ennrmoun )
“"I' "1;"'1‘{ '1“' - s, but wages 14

n 17k the mob began to plunde npa.
After 200 Uarln stores hiad N:numt:pdﬂlti.;--r
hought off the mob with 7,000,000 1ran s, 110t
the muarket women, who eould not pay the e -
orbitent nrice fur sonp, sereed that n 'lhw
should be frumed (o make papor money as gl
ns gold. "

Such lnwa wars passed, regnlating nrices
bu: the only result was that marchants wonld
::::t !T:lnll-' aud farmers wonld not Lring in thele

L] 1.

Mare starved than were killed by the enemy
In the war.
oAt seemed necessary to have more of the

people's money:" and new lasnas wers mude,
untit in 1500, over forty«flve billions of the
wretehed Whilies had been (asued,

Moantime the eolil loufe d'or rematned 1nst
the snme. It boughy Just as moeh in 1700
as o 1700, Lut .-'crt. 1, 1700, this 2o-frann
wolil pleco wis worth 0% france of 1ho e
ole's money,” Dec, 11t was worth 8,050 frarcs,
and Feb, 1, 1700 & wus wopth 7,200 francs

Ta vhieok this devreciation 12 was maide n
f‘-‘r!-uln; msnlﬂd'rl-—jlu 1.\1' l;umn- yearn fo clinine

v edve mnre than the fae ! 1l

Tann the gold was lillll. ® ¥alus fop gnid,

Meantime, who sufMered?
:‘lnlr- qll:rﬁml. Thure \;. r{r planty of methods o

h 105 COm sl oc ney i
prodiicality. BEICRY Q) il 1)

w rufierora wern e lilorin nnle

Hofere 1700 thm pair tioney \sn';ltmnrm'n AT
In the'r hupds, The rieh hnd unlonded, Wi %
ll_'u .':"'h of repiwdlation came. and n .
1715, 1he Government hnd to sdmit that s
puipar wus all wop L Ahie worthlese o ooney
wan hewd alost entiroly Ly those of th a1
Oul ez, '

Ui the luharing man auld wo | }
oriahing wolshit of the ﬂll'l" lnn?un g

The lesion iwpinin, Natural law does not
#£0 OUt uf Ibs Wiy Tos orators, “Cheap monay"
alw s lends to cheapor woney, Mere and niote
depreciation  tollows.  Whan thie orpsh couies
the poor wre ground to (he vartll,

MoszaoMsuy P, Rousass

Not the rieh
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